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Heritage-driven innovation refers to 
implementing new ideas to meet the specifi c 
needs of heritage assets (due to their unique 
values, materials, design techniques or other 
characteristics). These innovations can 
also be then transferred to other sectors.

Example

Such innovations could consist 
in programmes that would train 
volunteering citizens in heritage 
conservation in areas where main-
tenance cannot be realised by pro-
fessionals in a structured basis.
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Example

An example of assimilation of inno-
vation would be the adaption in the 
fi eld of heritage of a software that 
enables for massive content trans-
lation into communication ways 
suitable for disabled people.

Assimilation of innovation takes place when 
innovations developed in other fi elds are 
applied to heritage assets, thus allowing for: 
new uses, improvement of preservation, 
promotion of decision-making or provision 
of management support.



HERITAGE AS A RESOURCE
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Example

Heritage is a resource when tradi-
tional or forgotten craft techniques 
(such as weaving, pottery, tanning, 
stonework) are used in a contem-
porary context in new design and 
fashion collections or in architectu-
ral projects. 

Heritage as a resource occurs when heritage 
serves as the basis for the generation of new 
ideas or processes, and to foster new colla-
borations across disciplines.



HERITAGE-DRIVEN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Example

Heritage-driven international re-
lations can consist in the re-
quest of international assistance by 
one country on the basis of an 
international convention for the 
protection of endangered herita-
ge in case of conflict or natural 
disaster.

Heritage-driven international relations 
implies that heritage is the starting point of 
diplomatic processes and international 
cooperation frameworks because of its 
specifi c political, social, cultural and 
economic impacts.



HERITAGE WITHIN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Example

For instance, the inclusion of mea-
sures for protection and promotion 
of heritage within a broader and 
structured socio-economic coope-
ration between countries or inter-
national organisations.

Heritage within international relations 
implies that heritage is included, among 
other sectors, in broader diplomatic 
interactions and international cooperation 
frameworks with the aim of promoting 
better mutual understanding and 
exchanges, as well as confl ict resolution 
and recovery.



SHARED HERITAGE
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Example

Fostering new relations and re-
appropriating a trans-national 
space (e.g. cultural routes) as a his-
torical basin for cultural, social and 
economic relations.

Shared heritage, when the notion of a mutual, 
shared past becomes a mechanism both 
for and of diplomacy itself led by state and 
non-state actors.




